
 
1. Police are investigating after a 16-year-old girl was reported being spoken to by a man in 

a van as she walked a dog in North Common. 
 

It happened at about 5.30pm on Wednesday 17 May in the Cloverlea Road area. The girl 
said the man commented on the dog and asked her to get into the van. She said she 
was phoning the police and he drove away. Officers attended and drove round the area 
but found no trace of the vehicle. 
 
While no offences have been identified at this stage, officers would like to speak to the 
van driver and are following up a promising line of enquiry to trace him. 
 
Anyone with information which could help is asked to get in touch online, 
www.avonandsomerset.police.uk/contact, or by calling 101, quoting reference 
5217111334. 
 
The local school has written to parents and carers to make them aware.  
 
Police advice is for children to avoid wearing headphones so they can be aware of their 
surroundings and to walk facing the traffic. If children are alarmed or frightened by a 
stranger they should run home or to the nearest busy public place, like a shop, and tell 
someone straight away. Officers want to hear about suspicious incidents immediately on 
the non-emergency 101 number, so this young woman did exactly the right thing. 

 
2. Police are keen to trace two men in a silver car who spoke to two 13-year-old girls in 

Hanham on Friday afternoon, 12 May.  
 
The girls were walking home from school along Lower Hanham Road when the 
occupants of a silver car, possibly a Volkswagen Golf or Polo, wound down the window 
and called out to them.  
 
When the teenagers ignored them and walked on, one of the men held up a mobile 
phone as if he was taking a photo. At no point did either of the men leave the car, neither 
did the girls approach the vehicle. They told their family about the incident when they got 
home and it was reported to police via the school the following Monday.  
 
Neighbourhood Sergeant Adrian Fallows said: “The girls did the right thing by walking 
away and telling someone, although we’d always encourage people to report a 
suspicious incident like this straight away by calling 101. Although no offences were 
committed I would like to reassure the community that we are looking into this incident.  
 
“We’re keen to speak to the two men, described as being in their 20s with dark hair. 
Anyone with information which could help is asked to get in touch through our website, 
www.avonandsomerset.police.uk/contact, or by calling 101, quoting reference 
5217109373.”  
 
The local school has written to parents and carers to make them aware. Police advice is 
for children to avoid wearing headphones so they can be aware of their surroundings 
and to walk facing the traffic. If children are alarmed or frightened by a stranger they 
should run home or to the nearest busy public place, like a shop, and tell someone 
straight away. 

 
 
 


